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FROM THE EYEPIECE
On behalf of the Villages Astronomy Club
Officers and Executive Committee, I would like to
welcome all to our first edition of our monthly
newsletter. We hope to inform and continue to
educate our members and guests.We look
forward to a time when we can be together again.
Stay healthy and be well.
Burt Salk
Secretary

CONGRATULATIONS NASA & SPACEX!
On the return of human spaceflight to the U.S.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duhHk_Tnt0I

AUGUST NEWS

2020 MEETINGS CANCELLED
Due to the current situation with the pandemic,
the board regrets that all physical meetings of The
Villages Astronomy Club for the remainder of
2020 will be cancelled. The board continues to
meet monthly (following current safety protocols)
and will monitor the situation, looking forward to
meetings resuming in 2021 as soon as is safe
and practical.

Beside the circumstances of the spread of the
disease, availability of vaccines (when that
happens) and other such matters, the ability of
The Villages Recreation Department to safely
host large groups such as ours will have an effect
on the timing.

ELECTRONIC MEETINGS
We appreciate everyone’s patience during this
time, and hope that you can meet with us
electronically. We currently have a community on
Facebook, and are reviewing options for holding
virtual meetings using available technologies.
Again, the size of our group makes this a
challenge, as many electronic meeting rooms limit
the number of participants to 50 or 100 unless
very high fees are paid. We hope to announce a
means by which we can conduct virtual meetings
soon.

MARS 2020: PERSEVERANCE
The Mars rover has launched
successfully! See updates and
information about it here:
https://mars.nasa.gov/mars2020/
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UP IN THE SKY
What’s up this month

Jupiter and Saturn are high bright stars in our
skies this month, giving great views visually, in
binoculars, or in telescopes. They appear in the
southeast early in the month, marching night by
night toward the south. Binoculars will reveal
Jupiter’s 4 brightest moons, and Saturn’s moon
Titan. To see Saturn’s rings requires high power
binoculars (20x or more) or a telescope.

Mars gets higher and brighter in the pre-dawn sky
through the month. You can see it in the
constellation Pisces as a bright red star.

Venus is a morning star for us this month.

The Summer Triangle is overhead, with Vega (in
Lyra the Harp) almost directly overhead. Deneb
(in Cygnus the Swan) is below it as you face just
east of north, and Altair (in Aquila the Eagle) is a
mid-altitude in the northeast. Use a map or phone
app to find them and the 3 constellations they are
in!

Scorpius the Scorpion is to our south in the
early evening sky. It is one of the few
constellations that actually looks like what it is
named after!

9th: The Moon is about 1 degree from Mars
before sunrise this morning.

11-13th: Perseid Meteor Shower Peak
Perseid meteors are visible for many nights
before and after these dates, but will be strongest
during these evenings. More meteors are seen
from midnight to dawn. Try to watch when the
Moon is not up for darkest skies.

27-29th: The Moon encounters Jupiter and
Saturn for the 2nd time this month, forming a line
with the planets in the southeast in early evening.
Watch The Moon move from the right of the
planets to the left over each evening.

VILLAGE OBSERVER’S LOG
Submit your observing reports, pictures of
yourself, your telescope, the sky!

VIDEO HIGHLIGHTS
SAGAS IN THE SKY: SAGITTARIUS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvFf5fPw1VU

presented by Lowell Observatory

SMARTER EVERY DAY AND SPACE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rXrcm7DgDbA

ONLINE RESOURCES:
Celestia https://celestia.space/
Celestia is a free real-time 3D visualization of
space for Windows, Mac, and Linux computers.

DSN Now https://eyes.nasa.gov/dsn/dsn.html
Deep Space Network NOW is a realtime website
showing the status of NASA’s antennas and the
spacecraft that they are currently communicating
with. Click on any antenna to see information
about how long it takes signals to get to its target,
and for information about where the spacecraft is
and what it is doing.
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