
Volume 1, Number 2
September 2020

Club Website:
http://vlgastroclub.org/

Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/vlgastroclub/

Club Officers & Assistants
President Gerry Kosarko
Vice President Warren Litavsky
Secretary/Historian Burt Salk
Treasurer Linda Meng
Newsletter Editor Mark Graybill
(officer contact info on club website)
Newsletter Contact
saundby@gmail.com
(please include VLGAstro in subject line)

FROM THE EYEPIECE

We are proud to enter the new virtual meeting
era. The Villages Astronomy Club will have a new
monthly newsletter emailed to our members and
our monthly ZOOM meetings begin on September
22, 2020 with Toni Graybill's presentation of
"Black Widow Pulsars - Neutron Stars" starting at
7 PM. Members will be receiving a ZOOM
meeting invitation by email a few days prior to
access the meeting. Continued good health to all.
Wear masks and be safe.

Burt Salk
Secretary

SEPTEMBER NEWS

As reported in From the Eyepiece, the club
will begin holding monthly electronic
meetings via Zoom. We evaluated 10 different
platforms for electronic meetings, finally settling
on Zoom for its large capacity, ease of use, and
likely familiarity for many of our members who are
already using it.

Meeting links will be distributed via club email.
Zoom meetings can be attended using either the
Zoom software, available for download for all
standard operating systems and mobile devices,
or without a software download through a
browser. In all cases, the meeting invitation link
will get you in. Once you join the meeting, you will
be in a waiting room until the meeting host brings
you into the meeting.

Our first meeting will be on September 22nd at
7pm, one week later than our normal meeting
time. This will give us a little extra time to prepare
for the meeting with the new technology.

The meeting room will open at 6:30pm EDT to
allow participants to log in and work out any
technical issues before the program begins at
7pm. This meeting will be informal, without a fixed
agenda, though we have the presentation Black
Widow Pulsars by Toni Graybill, and will receive
brief reports from the club officers.

Zoom will also allow our members currently
outside The Villages to attend! We look forward to
seeing you all then.
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UP IN THE SKY
What’s up this month

Jupiter and Saturn continue to put on a show in
our southern sky. They are bright stars about one
hand width apart behind the handle of the Teapot.
Binoculars show Jupiter’s 4 brightest moons, and
Saturn’s moon Titan. To see Saturn’s rings use
20x or more magnification.

Sagittarius the Archer is to our south this month,
and the Milky Way appears to flow up from the
spout of the Teapot asterism formed by its bright
stars. Near the top of the Teapot is the bright
globular cluster M22, and above the spout in the
steam is the Lagoon and Trifid nebulas, visible in
binoculars and small scopes along with many
other objects.

5th: The Moon and Mars rise close together this
evening. Mars will be a good object for
observation through telescopes this month.

10th: The star Algol in Perseus dips in brightness
from about 10:15pm to 12:20am this morning.
Look at its brightness well before its minimum
starts, between 8 and 9 pm, then look at it again
after 10:30 to see how much it has dimmed.

21st: The crescent Moon is less than 1 degree
from the northern claw of Scorpius the Scorpion
at sunset. Soon, we will lose our view of Scorpius,
so enjoy Antares, M4, and the rest of the
constellation while you can.

The northern claw, Beta Scorpii, is actually six
stars in a single system! Small telescopes will
show it as a binary star at moderate magnification
(about 50-100x magnification). Each of those
visible stars is three stars in mutual orbits too
close to be seen separately.

22nd: Autumn begins in the northern hemisphere,
officially at 9:31am EDT.

VILLAGE OBSERVER’S LOG
Submit your observing reports, pictures of
yourself, your telescope, the sky! Email the
newsletter editor with “TVAstro” in the subject.

VIDEO HIGHLIGHTS
WHY DO WE ONLY SEE ONE SIDE OF THE
MOON?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6jUpX7J7ySo

ASTRONOMERS’ PERIODIC TABLE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6akrRznGgDc

ONLINE RESOURCES:
Citizen Science
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/ajnorton/supe
rwasp-variable-stars
You can help identify the weirdest variable stars
for scientists! Look at traces of the light from the
stars on your computer, tablet, or phone and
classify them.

Stellarium https://stellarium.org/
Stellarium is free star chart and observation
planning software for Windows, Mac, Linux, or on
the web!
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