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UPCOMING EVENTS
Oct 19th: General Meeting, Laurel Manor
Recreation Center, 6:20pm

October 25th: Club trip ot Embry Riddle
Aeronautical University observatory.

November 2nd: Telescope Workshop. 6:30pm
Location announced via email list.

November 4th: Club Directors’ Meeting, Laurel
Manor Recreation Center, 8:30am.

November 12th: Starry, Starry Nights (& Day)
public star party program. Lake Miona Recreation
Center. Daytime: Solar Walk & solar viewing.
Nightime: Telescope viewing at tennis courts.

NEWS
October Meeting

The general meeting will be held at the
Laurel Manor Recreation Center on the19th at
6:20pm with a recorded educational presentation..
The business meeting starts at 7pm. Dues will be
collected, and new membership cards for the year
issued, at the door prior to entry. Please arrive
early to allow time for this.

The annual election of officers for the club
will be held at the October meeting. Current
nominees will be reviewed, followed by open
nominations from the floor. Election of our new
officers will then occur.

The October presentation will be
“Cosmology” by Ken Katta. Please join us for this
informative presentation on the origins and
destiny of our universe.

Telescope Workshop
November’s telescope workshop will be an

informal get together at 6:30pm at the Truman
Recreation Center’s pavilion area, behind the
pool. Bring your telescope and questions. This
area provides good views to the south and east,
sky conditions permitting, for those wishing to
remain for viewing after the workshop.

Earth
superimposed
on the clouds
of Jupiter
NASA image
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IN THE SKY THIS MONTH
The Moon
First Quarter: October 12, 11:25pm
Full Moon: October 20, 10:57am
Last Quarter: October 28, 4:05pm
New Moon: November 4, 5:15pm

Evening, Oct. 9th: The Moon is 2-1/2 degrees
from bright Venus in the Scorpion, with bright
reddish star Antares a handspan to the left.

Dusk, Sept 14th: The Moon, Jupiter, and Saturn
form a triangle to the south-southeast in
Capricorn.

23rd-25th, Pre-dawn: The Moon travels through
Taurus before sunrise, near the Pleiades (Seven
Sisters) on the 23rd, the head of Taurus, featuring
the Hyades and bright star Aldebaran on the 24th,
and the horns of the bull on the 25th..

Venus, Jupiter and Saturn
Three bright stars are visible at dusk this

month, with Venus moving lower as the month
procedes. Jupiter and Saturn are visible to the
south-southeast at dusk, moving toward the south
throught the month. Look for Venus in The
Scorpion, near bright reddish star Antares in
mid-month.

Jupiter and Saturn span the constellation
Capricorn (the Water Goat), with Saturn being the
dimmer of the two on the right side of Capricorn,
and Jupiter being the brighter near Capricorn’s
tail.

October Observing
This time of year gives us more clear

nights for observation than the summer, and this
month we still get to enjoy the summer
constellations early in the evening, enjoying their
wonders before they disappear below the western
horizon.

The Scorpius, Sagittarius, and Ophiuschus
are full of interested objects to observe (see the

September newsletter) that are easily seen in
amateur telescopes on clear nights. Seven bright
Messier objects, including globular clusters and
nebulas are between Sagittarius and Ophiuschus,
and three bright clusters are visible near the tail of
the Scorpion, between Shaula (the Sting) and
Sagittarius.

Also, the Summer Triangle is overhead to
the south, acting as guideposts to the many
spectacular sights of Cygnus, Lyra, and Aquila
and nearby constellations.

Industry News
Recently, many blows have struck

companies catering to amateur astronomers.
Willmann-Bell, publisher of books for advanced
amateurs and telescope makes, ceased business
this year. Meade Telescopes declared bankruptcy,
and Sky and Telescope Magazine sought a buyer,
announcing that it would cease publication if a
buyer could not be found.

Now, we have news that all three will be
saved.

Meade
Meade, and the companies it owns

including Coronado, makers of H-alpha solar
telescopes, has been acquired by Orion
Telescopes (http://telescopes.com). They will take
over all current product lines, and continue to sell
them under the Meade name. They will continue
to provide service and support for current owners
of Meade products as well.

Orion has been in business since 1974,
nearly as long as Meade, which was founded in
1972. Orion began as an astronomy retailer,
developing their own line of products to satisfy
demand for hard to find items, including telescope
making components, inexpensive but easy to use
beginner telescopes, Dobsonian telescopes, and
color filters. They have continued to act as a retail
outlet for other brands, while enlarging their
in-house offerings.
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Sky and Telescope and Willmann-Bell
Both Sky and Telescope and Willmann-Bell

have been acquired by the American
Astronomical Society (AAS). The AAS is an
organization for professional astronomers and all
interested in astronomy. They have long
sponsored strong educational programs for
amateurs.

When Sky and Telescope declared
bankruptcy in March, 2019, they were owned by
F&W Media, with the bankruptcy citing six years
of poor corporate management for the poor
performance of the brand. The magazine and
related companies had declined significanty since
their heyday when they had been owned by
Harvard University.

AAS has acquired all brands and assets of
Sky and Telescope, and the latest issue of the
venerable S&T magazine shows their influence.
The November issue shows new emphasis on
how-to articles that are practical and
approachable by amateurs. They are mixed with
articles by professionals bringing the science of
astronomy to a broader audience.

The AAS has also acquired the remaining
stock of Willmann-Bell and rights to their name.
They are fulfilling outstanding orders and
supporting prior customers. The AAS is currently
contacting the authors and artists of
Willmann-Bell’s books to continue publication and
to arrange for new editions
.

All together this is excellent news for
amateur astronomers. Unique and valuable
products will remain on the market, and a
valuable magazine is undergoing a renaissance.

More information at the following links.

Orion Puchases Meade:
https://skyandtelescope.org/astronomy-news/orio
n-telescopes-binoculars-purchases-meade/

AAS Acquires Meade:
https://skyandtelescope.org/press-releases/ameri
can-astronomical-society-to-acquire-sky-telescop
e/

AAS Acquires Willmann-Bell:
https://aas.org/press/aas-acquires-willmann-bell-ti
tles

VIDEO HIGHLIGHTS

How NASA’s Lucy Mission will Visit More
Asteroids Than Any Other Mission

How NASA's Lucy Mission Will Visit More Aster…

Starbase, TX Flyover Oct 6, 2021
SpaceX Starbase, Tx Flyover (October 06, …
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