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UPCOMING EVENTS

March 4th: Directors’ Meeting, 11am, Fishhawk
Recreation Center.

March 11th: Starry Starry Day & Night, 2-5p and
6-9p, Homestead Rec Center, Mar 12th backup
date.

March 15th: General Meeting, Laurel Manor
Recreation Center, 6:20pm

April 1st: Directors’ Meeting, 11am, Fishhawk
Recreation Center.

April 5th: Telescope Workshop. 7pm
Location announced via email list.

April 18th: General Meeting, Laurel Manor
Recreation Center, 6:20pm

Calendar: https://vlgastroclub.org/events

NEWS
The Villages Outdoor Expo

The Villages Outdoor Expo was a great
event for our club, where we were able to discuss
out club with several hundred interested
attendees. We made about 400 contacts, and
some of those have already joined our mailing list.

We also had our first outing with our new
sun shade pop-up, which worked out perfectly.

We had a white-light solar scope on Friday,
showing the current sunspots, and Mark’s
home-made Dobsonian, “Wilmot”, drew attention
on both days along with Jeff’s impressive table
displays.

Starry Starry Day and Night
Starry Starry Day & Night will be on March

11th. We will be at the new Homestead
Recreation Center. March 12th will be the fallback
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Starry Starry Day and Night, cont.
date in the event of weather cancellation on the
11th.

The daytime event runs from 2-5pm, with
the Solar Walk and solar observation, will be
outside the entrance to the Astronomy Park. The
Solar Walk guided tours will start near the
restroom building and head outward through the
solar system along the sidewalk that goes toward
the Nature Walk.

The evening event runs from 6-9pm with
astronomers sharing telescopic views of the sky
inside the Astronomy Park area, beyond the corn
toss and horseshoe pits. Please walk on the
sidewalks after dark to avoid the tripping hazards
between the pavilion and the telescope area.

At the evening event, you will go from
telescope to telescope to see the different objects
that astronomers will be showing in each of their
scopes. Each astronomer will change objects 2-3
times during the evening, if sky conditions permit,
allowing attendees to see two to three dozen
objects in the sky!

We want to make this a big event, so
please post the event to social media, and share
it with your Village and your friends. An ad is in
the current Recreation News, and will appear
again in next week’s Recreation News.

If you would like to show the night sky to
the public at this event, please contact Mark at
530-798-1899 to be added to the Observers’
Mailing List so that you can be up to date on the
preparations for this event’s star party.

Educational Coordinator
Randy Gilbert has graciously agreed to

serve as the club’s educational coordinator. In this
position, he will work with the educational
organizations that request services from our club.
He will help us to meet their needs and line up the
right people to provide presentations, general
assistance, star parties, solar walks, etc. to
groups such as local schools, Camp Villages, etc.
Please join me in welcoming him to this position,
where he will be learning from our experienced

members including Linda Meng and Burt Salk in
our past involvement and out club’s capabilities.

March Meeting
Come hear astrophotographer Mick

Groszco speak at our March meeting! Mick will
share his techniques and tools for
astrophotography both inside and outside The
Villages. Mounts, scopes, cameras, and most
importantly software along with tips for getting
great images.

Future Meeting Presentations
April: Future Giant Telescopes by Ernie Rossi of
The Plantations Astronomy Club
Four giant new ground based telescopes are
already under construction! Each of these
telescopes will have abilities that rival or exceed
those of space telescopes! Come learn about
these amazing new instruments, plus an update
on the James Webb Space Telescope.

May: Dr Troy Henderson and the EagleCam
Team of the Embry Riddle Aeronautical
University’s astronomy department will speak on
the lunar EagleCam project, placing a camera on
the Moon.

June: Dr Muhammed Farooq of Embry Riddle
Aeronautical University (ERAU) will speak to us
on his current astronomical research. ERAU has
a strong astronomical department, doing
significant research in astronomy. Dr Farooq will
describe the current research in which he is
engaged, tell us about how it is being conducted,
and what sort of results they are obtaining.

Directors’ Meetings
The next Directors’ Meeting will be held on

April 1st at 11am at the Fishhawk Recreation
Center on Buttonwood Way (Village of
Buttonwood.) All members are welcome to join
us, to assist us with the planning and organization
of the club, and in developing our plans for
activities to help the club better serve its
membership.
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IN THE SKY THIS MONTH
The Moon:
1st Quarter, March 10th,
Full Moon, March 18th,
Last Quarter, March 25th,
New Moon, April 1st.

The Planets:
Venus, Mars, Saturn and Mercury appear in the
pre-dawn sky this month, while Jupiter hides in
the Sun’s glare until April. Early risers can see
them shifting position relative to each other from
one day to the next. On the 20th, Venus reaches
greatest elongation--distance from the Sun as
seen from Earth--at 47 degrees of angle from the
Sun in the sky. On the 25th, Venus, Mars, and
Saturn form a neat triangle which will last for
several days.

Leo, Cancer, and Coma Berenices
These three constellations will be visible in the
early evening this month, each containing a
number of wonders to be enjoyed before cloudy
summer skies arrive.

Leo is punctuated by the bright star Regulus, part
of the asterism of The Sickle, which also marks
the mane and chest of Leo the Lion. The Sickle
looks like a backwards question mark in the sky,
with Regulus as the period.

Moving toward the Lion’s haunches, marked by a
right triangle of stars, the Lion’s legs are marked
by stars below the star at the right angle of the
haunches for its back legs, and below Regulus for
its forelimbs.

The Leo Triplet
Between the star at the right angle of the triange
in its haunches, and the first bright star in the
hindlimbs, there is a small group of 3 galaxies
visible under good conditions in a small
telescope’s field of view. These galaxies are M65,
M66, and NGC 3628. The galaxies lie about 65

million light years away, and give a great
opportunity to see 3 beautiful spiral galaxies at
once in your scope. In small scopes, less than 8
inches, they will appear as fuzzy oval patches.
NGC 3628 has the lowest surface brightness, and
may not be visible without averted vision.

Cancer the Crab and the Beehive Cluster
In front of Leo’s mane lies a relatively dim area of
sky with no bright stars in it. Two medium bright
stars lie here to mark the Crab itself, it takes
practice to make them out.

The payoff is that in this area lies M44, the
Beehive Cluster. The Beehive is an expansive
cluster of yellow stars, all about the same
brightness. 40+ stars are visible in the cluster,
and they stand out nicely from the background
under medium magnification, about 100-200x.
The cluster can be seen as a dim fuzzy patch at
low powers, which is likely how Messier saw it
when he added it to his catalog of non-cometary
objects.

Coma Berenices
Behind Leo lies the constellation of Berenice’s
Hair (Coma is ‘hair’ in Latin), which has a fun
story behind it worth looking up. The area has a
spread of dim stars that shine nicely across the
area under dark skies, but require binoculars to
be viewed here in Florida. The area makes a nice
field to sweep with binoculars, however, even
under our hazy skies.

Within Coma Berenices lies a galaxy cluster.
These galaxies will require higher magnification,
and probably more capable telescopes than the
Leo Triplet, but are worth the extra effort to
observe them. They are so many that they can be
mistaken for a field of fuzzy stars.

Use a star map or planisphere to locate any of
these objects to get a great reward in the sky!
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Homestead Recreation Center Tour
Homestead Recreation Center has

opened, and thanks to photos by member Bob
Averitt we can take a brief tour of the astronomy
viewing pad area

Here’s the front of the Homestead Recreation
Center. As we face it, the astronomy area is
behind us to our right..

Below is the walk area outside the astronomy
park area. This is where we will have the
beginning of the Solar Walk and the solar
telescope at our Starry Day event on March 11th:

Next is the entry to the astronomy area, which
also includes the pavilion, corn toss, and
horseshoe area. The astronomy pads are to the
back of this area, beyond the pavilion.

Next we enter the area, with the pavilion in front
of us. Note that the horseshoe pits and corn toss
form a tripping hazard in the dark. Please remain
on the sidewalks as you go to and from the
telescope pads.

The view below looks out over the area beyond
the pavilion. You can see that the high trees
ringing the telescope pads block a lot of the sky
from the pads. I’m not sure what the designers
thought we would be looking at?

Below is one of the power outlets. There are six
pads with power. If we wish to extend the power
to the center of the area, we will have to stretch
power cords across the walkway.
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Member Jeff has set up his telescope at one of
the southern pads. His view to the south is
practically non-existent, and you can see the view
to the east behind him. North is OK, though.

Member John moved his 130mm GSkyer out to
the center area in the grass to get a better view of
the sky. His scope doesn’t require power.

Some areas of the grass are flat enough to have
the public walk on, but other areas are rough and
treacherous. At public events, try to avoid setting
up where people will get twisted ankles.

Club member Frank sets up his 12” Dobson
telescope below on the walking path that runs
between the half of the park with the pavilion and
sports fixtures, and the astronomy area.

As you can see, the grass behind him is
very rough footing, so public attendees will need
to be careful when stepping off the path.

The walkway across the middle gets us away
from the trees somewhat, giving more sky to view,
but there are no power connections there. For
public events, there is room to set up 3 or 4
telescopes in this area with adequate spacing.

Fruitland Park Astronomy Club
The Fruitland Park Astronomy Club meets for a
star party on the 3rd Saturday of the month at the
Cales Memorial Soccer Field at the corner of N
Dixie Ave and Shiloh Road. The entrance is on
Shiloh. The Villages Astronomy Club members
are invited to attend, and bring telescopes if they
wish. Time is 1 hour before sunset till whenever.
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