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UPCOMING EVENTS

April 5th: Telescope Workshop. 6:30pm
Truman Rec Center Pavilion

April 19th: General Meeting, Laurel Manor
Recreation Center, 6:20pm “Future Giant
Telescopes” by Ernie Rossi of The Plantations
Astronomy Club.

May 3rd: Telescope Workshop, 7pm
Truman Rec Center Pavilion

May 6th: Directors’ Meeting, 11am at Fishhawk
Recreation Center. All members welcome.

May 17th: General Meeting, 6:20pm, Laurel
Manor Recreation Center. Dr Henderson and the
ERAU EagleCAM team speaking on their lunar
surface camera project.

Calendar: https://vlgastroclub.org/events

Starry Starry Day and Night

Starry Starry Day & Night was held on its
fallback date of March 12th to avoid inclement
weather on the 11th. The day started out wet and
cloudy, but improved through the day. The
afternoon cleared up enough to start giving tours
of the Solar Walk at 2pm, and views through a
solar telescope provided by Harry Orlind at about
3:30pm.

A cold wind made things uncomfortable up
in the parking lot area during the day. Fortunately,
the telescope pad area was shielded from it and
much warmer. We had clear skies at nightfall until
about 8:30 that evening when haze and clouds
began to appear. We had 7 telescopes at the
event, and estimated attendance of about
250-300 for both the day and night programs.

April Meeting

Come hear Plantations Astronomy Club
President Ernie Rossi speak on future large
telescopes at our April meeting! Several new
ground based telescopes are under construction
or in advanced planning that will increase the size
of Earthbound telescopes as much as 10 times
larger than current professional facilities. They will
collect 100x as much light, and will easily
outperform the Hubble Space Telescope,
extending our ability to search for distant planets,
study their atmospheres, and answer questions
about the structure of the universe.

Also, updates on the James Webb Space
Telescope, and the future of space based
telescopes!
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Future Meeting Presentations

May: Dr Troy Henderson and the EagleCam
Team of the Embry Riddle Aeronautical
University’s astronomy department will speak on
the lunar EagleCam project, placing a camera on
the Moon.

June: Dr Muhammed Farooq of Embry Riddle
Aeronautical University (ERAU) will speak to us
on his current astronomical research. ERAU has
a strong astronomical department, doing
significant research in astronomy. Dr Farooq will
describe the current research in which he is
engaged, tell us about how it is being conducted,
and what sort of results they are obtaining.

Directors’ Meetings

The next Directors’ Meeting will be held on
May 6th at 11am at the Fishhawk Recreation
Center on Buttonwood Way (Village of
Buttonwood.) All members are welcome to join
us, to assist us with the planning and organization
of the club, and in developing our plans for
activities to help the club better serve its
membership.

IN THE SKY THIS MONTH
The Moon:

1st Quarter, April 8th,

Full Moon, April 16th,

Last Quarter, April 23rd,

New Moon, April 30th.

The Planets:

Jupiter, Venus, Mars, Saturn and Neptune are all
in the early morning sky this month. Saturn rises
the earliest, well before dawn, and Mars will pass
only 0.3 degrees from it on the 4th-5th, making for
a conjunction close enough to view in a single
telescopic view at low to medium powers. while
Venus starts rising early, but moves closer to the
Sun as the month procedes. Jupiter rises just
before the Sun, and on the 30th, will pass 0.2
degrees north of Venus, which will make a fine

telescopic conjunction of the two brightest planets
in the sky.

Mercury is the highlight of the evening sky, best
seen at dusk. It will reach greatest elongation
(furthest apparent distance from the Sun) on the
29th before beginning to move closer to the Sun
again in May.

Video Highlights:

Why Are there Holes in the
James Webb Sunshield?...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pu971iO yDI
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